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EXTRACTS FROM THE DIARY OF EDMUND RUFFIN. 

See Quarterly XIV., 193-21 1, 215 ; XX., 69-101 ; XXL, 224-232; 

XXII., 258-262. 

British Violation of International Law 

June 6, 1864. — Large shipments of troops have recently been 
sent from it (Grant's army) down James River. From various 
indications, it was understood at Petersburg that the Yankee 
army had been greatly reduced in numbers. ; Persons who have 
lately escaped from the country occupied by the Yankees in the 
rear of Grant's army report: that there are numerous stragglers 
& deserters scattered throughout. Foraging parties of the enemy 
were destroying such crops as had been harvested. The same 
process of destruction was reported from Curls Neck, & the 
neighboring lands. There will be no pains or crimes spared to 
destroy all the supplies of food yet left to our people . . . 

Gen. Adam R. Johnson, the brave and able commander of 
our few troops in S. W. Kenutcky, has died, from a wound re- 
ceived in battle some time before. 

The case of the former C. S. steamer, Georgia, sold to a 
British subject, & subsequently captured by a Yankee vessel, 
may be considered as already settled. The British government 
has notified the English purchaser, that it will take no step to 
support his claim & that he must look for justice solely to the 
U. S. prize court. The decisions of this court, it may be con- 
fidently predicted, will be in favor of the U. S. government — 
that is, for the legality of the capture, & adverse to the rights 
of the British purchaser. Thus, the British ministry, by holding 
back from the controversy, & yielding the issue to the decision of 
a partial & interested Yankee court, effects two objects: it fur- 
thers the punishment of the British merchant for indirectly though 
legally aiding the hated C. S., in buying from their agent a 
useless vessel — & by preventing such sales, aids the hostile means 
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of the favored Yankee government. During this war, many 
more than iooo Yankee vessels (to avoid the risk of capture by 
C. S. cruisers,) have been sold to British purchasers (whether 
honestly or fraudulently,) & are now navigating the ocean under 
British papers, & as British property. All such have been re- 
spected as British property, when boarded & their papers exam- 
ined by our cruisers, & many have been thus discharged, & all 
have owed their exception from dozens of capture to their hav- 
ing been sold to neutral owners. Now all these sales, when made 
bona fide, were cases similar to the sale of the Georgia. And 
probably, hundreds were fraudulent & pretended sales, designed 
merely to cover & protect Yankee ships from capture. It is 
stated in our papers, that hereafter, or as soon as this case shall 
be decided in favor of the legality of the capture of the Georgia, 
that our cruisers will make prizes of, & destroy every captured 
vessel thus transferred by sale, during this war, from a Yankee 
to a British owner. This will be both just & effective retaliation 
for the partial, unjust, & hostile action of the British govern- 
ment in regard to the Georgia, &, further, would place that gov- 
ernment in a position of peculiar & great difficulty, in its seek- 
ing redress, if deeming such capture illegal. For, as a con- 
sequence of not in any way recognizing the separate nationality 
of the C. S., ignoring their existence as a political power, & 
deeming their citizens as still belonging to the U. S., the owners 
of such captured vessels, or their government, if then choosing 
to act, could only seek redress from the Yankee government, 
for alleged depredations committed by the subjects of that gov- 
ernment, though called in universal speech, excepting of the 
British government & Yankeedom, the people, cruisers, & auth- 
orities of the Confederate States. It will be a curious difficulty, 
if some twenty or thirty of such ships (formerly Yankee & sold 
to British owners, & a large proportion of them fraudulently, 
so as to be still really though concealed Yankee property,) should 
be taken & burnt by Yankee cruisers, (as instructed by the ex- 
pected opinion & decree of the Yankee prize court,) & the British 
owners, or their government, if then driven to act, seeking redress 
& compensation from the Yankee government. 
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Thomas H. Benton. 

Sept. 30 th . Friday. Finished reading a part, & merely glanc- 
ing over or skipping much more of Benton's big book — the first 
volume only of his intended work. As was to be expected, from 
the character & immeasurable vanity of the author, it is a huge 
monument of self-eulogy. Benton was an able man — & a great 
scoundrel, both in public & still more in private life. The cer- 
tain fact of his having stolen money, & by means of a false key, 
when 19 years old, & a student at the University of N. C a though 
perhaps his only felonious act, (in law,) was by no means his 
most dishonest or immoral act. Though laden throughout his 
adult life by the whispered but widely spread accusation of his 
"youthful indiscretion," (as termed by his apologists) he was 
able to stand up against the scorn of virtuous men & to hold, for 
thirty years the high position of U. S. Senator of a State— & 
even was talked of as a candidate for the Presidency of the 
United States — to the disgrace of popular election & republican 
institutions . . . 

Lincoln's War Policy. 

Sept. 13, 1864. [On page 229, Vol. XXI. of the Quarterly, 
are published under the date Sept. 13, 1864, some comments by 
Mr. Ruffin in his Diary on Mr. Lincoln's policy of enlisting 
negro troops, refusing to exchange prisoners, requiring the oath 
of allegiance of all persons in occupied districts, devastating the 
country, burning towns and cities and driving away the in- 
habitants as at Atlanta. The Democratic party of the North 
were opposed to these methods and especially to enlisting negroes 
as troops. A newspaper clipping appended and pasted in the 
Diary gives an interview with Lincoln by John T. Mills, Judge of 
the Fifth Judicial Circuit Court of Wisconsin. This interview 
was first published in the Grant Co. (Wisconsin) Herald, and 
Judge Mills quoted the President as saying :] 

"Sir," said the President, "the slightest knowledge of arith- 
metic will prove to any man that the rebel armies cannot be de- 
stroyed by Democratic strategy. It would sacrifice all the white 
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men of the North to do it. There are now in the service of the 
United States near 200,000 able bodied colored men, most of them 
under arms, defending and acquiring Union territory. The 
Democratic strategy demands that these forces be disbanded, and 
that the masters be conciliated by restoring them to slavery. 
The black men who now assist Union prisoners to escape, they 
are to be converted into our enemies in the vain hope of gaining 
the good will of their masters. We shall have to fight two nations 
instead of one. 

You cannot conciliate the South if you guaranty to them 
ultimate success ; and the experience of the present war proves 
their success is inevitable, if you fling the compulsory labor of 
millions of black men into their side of the scale. Will you give 
our enemies such military advantages as insure success, and then 
depend on coaxing, flattery and concession to get them back into 
the Union? Abandon all the posts now garrisoned by black men, 
take two hundred thousand men from our side and put them in 
the battlefield or corn field against us, and we would be com- 
pelled to abandon the war in three weeks. 

''We have to hold the territory in inclement and sickly places ; 
where are the Democrats to do this? It was a free fight, and 
the field was open to the War Democrats to put down this rebel- 
lion by fighting against both master and slave long before the 
present policy was inaugurated. ****** 
My enemies pretend I am now carrying on this war for the sole 
purpose of abolition. So long as I am President it shall be car- 
ried on for the sole purpose of restoring the Union. But no 
human power can subdue this rebellion without the use of the 
emancipation policy, and every other policy calculated to weaken 
the moral and physical forces of the rebellion. Freedom has 
given us two hundred thousand men raised on Southern soil. It 
will give us more yet." 

The Federals in Kentucky. 

Sept. 21, 1864. The Yankee Gen. Paine, with a competent 
force, has been posted in Southwestern Ky., & is, with a high 
hand, regulating that disaffected & lately much disturbed section. 
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His measures, set forth in published general orders & declara- 
tions, amount to the deprivation of every civil right, & all rights 
of property, of every person who does not establish his "loyalty," 
or entire support of Lincoln's government & rule. No other 
person can collect a debt, draw his deposits from bank, or have 
any legal aid to transact business of any kind, or to the slightest 
extent. All debtors of the persons, not proved "loyal" are pro- 
hibited paying to them any dues for rents, purchases, loans &c, 
but required to pay to the army quartermaster the funds thus 
confiscated. Of course, the policy amounts to the confiscation 
of the money, credits, future earnings & possible profits, of the 
labor, business & time, of every disaffected or "disloyal" resident. 
Besides, every able male slave, (as the before established pro- 
cedure,) is taken from his owner, without choice or compensa- 
tion, & put into the Yankee army. These measures are declared 
in a publication addressed more especially to the great body of 
the richer & better class of that district, who are assumed to be 
generally "disloyal." And speaking to these, Gen. Paine adds 
the declaration of his designed & general policy of restraining 
the guerillas, of which that region had been full, as follows : "I 
shall shoot every guerilla taken in my district, & if your Southern 
brethren retaliate by shooting a Federal soldier, I will walk out 
five of your rich bankers, brokers, & cotton men, & make you 
kneel down & shoot you. I will do it, so help me God!" When 
it is considered that this rule declared of Paine's actual & pros- 
pective government (Appended ante) follows the general seizing 
& confiscation of all negroes fit for military service throughout 
the State — & as many others as choose to go to Yankee protec- 
tion — & the settling every election in the State by Yankee sol- 
diers keeping from the polls all "disaffected" or "disloyal" voters, 
& so by allowing only thorough "loyal" men to vote, secured 
every where the election of Lincoln "representatives" for the 
State, & for the most "disaffected" counties — it will be manifest 
that no people, professing to be free have ever been more de- 
graded & trodden upon, than the Kentuckians. If they are not 
driven to revolt by these last measures, they must be much more 
mean-spirited than all former experience had indicated. 
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Molly and Mary Bell. 

Oct. 29, 1864. Two young women, Molly & Mary Bell, cousins, 
from Southewestern Virginia, two years ago, disguised in male 
attire enlisted as soldiers and acted as such unsuspected by other 
persons, until a few days past. One of them had been promoted 
and served as sergeant, and the other as corporal. When their 
sex was detected they were serving in Gen. Early's army and 
they were sent on to Richmond and are detained in Castle 
Thunder, until arrangements can be made for their welfare. They 
ought to have been permitted to remain as soldiers (if preferring 
it), as they were doubtless good soldiers, as they had served for 
two years, and also acted within propriety, so as to remain un- 
suspected as women. I see no objection to their continuing in 
military service. It would certainly be wrong to receive new 
soldiers of the female sex, if known, or to permit the contin- 
uance in the army if their sex was detected before they had 
established character for good conduct. But while distrusting 
and discountenancing such attempts as have been made by many 
romantic girls, whether induced by love or patriotism and of 
whom very few would prove equal to the task undertaken, I 
would be glad if we had regiments of brave women embodied as 
soldiers, fit compeers for the heroines Mary & Molly Bell. 

Capture of the "Florida/'' 

Nov. 29, 1864. The Brazilian government acted with vigor 
in regard to the capture of the Florida. The exequatur of the 
U. S. Consul at Bahia was revoked, all friendly intercourse with 
the U. S. cut off, & the Wachusetts forbidden to enter any 
Brazilian port. The principal courts of Europe, also, have sent 
such strong protests against this violation of the law of nations, 
that Lincoln's government is alarmed, & has manifested clear 
indication that it will back down as it did in the case of the Trent, 
& in the same manner. For it is as clear, as it was in that case, 
that the Lincoln administration approved the outrage, & fully 
intended to sustain it. If otherwise, it would have hastened to 
disclaim the act as soon as it was heard of, & to announce the 
intention of redressing the wrong. But not a word of disap- 
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probation was heard from the government, & the Yankee papers 
& people were unanimous in rejoicing at & glorifying the cap- 
ture, the Florida was received as a prize, & the men captured 
therein were confined as prisoners of war. And it was not until 
the universal outcry of shame & detestation was heard from 
Europe, & the diplomatic protests of the governments of Europe 
& Brazil that Lincoln's government thought of adding the mean- 
ness of backing down to the previous atrocity of the outrage. 
. . . It is understood that a reward of $500,000 had been of- 
fered by the Chamber of Commerce of N. Y. for the capture of 
the Florida — which was the chief incentive of the infamous 
treachery of the Yankee officers. 

Federal Enlistments and Devastation 

Oct. 11, 1864. On 7 th gold in New York advanced to 205^ 
(for 100,) "but subsequently under the influence of official intelli- 
gence from the armies," fell to 199, & closed at 202^. — Yankee 
Reports from Chattanooga claim a complete victory gained over 
the rebels at Alatoona (between Rome & Marietta, — that Forrest's 
train had been captured, & his forces were falling back, & about 
to be "cornered." This needs confirmation — & until that is re- 
ceived, the particulars need not be noted. Yankee official advices, 
to St. Louis, say that Price's main army attempted to cross the 
Osage river on 6 th , but was prevented by forces stationed on the 
opposite side — that a desperate fight ensued, (across the river?) 
of which the result had not been learned. Price had burnt the 
bridge across the Gasconade & another report says also that R. R. 
bridge across the Osage". Gen. Ewing (Yankee,) had made good 
his retreat to Rolla, "losing only a few stragglers & the killed 
& wounded by the way." 

Appended are two recently published articles showing the 
manner in which ignorant foreigners in Europe are deluded & 
cheated by the false & swindling offers of the agents of the State 
of Massachusetts. These poor creatures are offered in printed 
hand-bills, three years employment with an outfit of $100., $12. a 
month wages,with food & clothing. They believe they are engaging 
for work, & do not know until they are landed in Boston, that in 
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signing the contracts (as they suppose,) in English, of which 
they cannot read a word, they have enlisted for three years to 
fight for Lincoln. What soldiers must be made by such acts, 
& of such material? The Yankee commanders have been pub- 
lishing, & circulating in our armies invitations to our soldiers to 
desert to them, promising that they shall be sent to the North, 
& left free from military service. Our government has met this 
by publishing a general order, (No. 65.) appended p. 18.) ad- 
dressed especially to deluded & kidnapped foreigners, but offer- 
ing to all deserters from the enemy protection & support until they 
can be forwarded to "convenient points on the border." Many 
have come in under this order, (which, printed in English & 
German, has been sent into the enemy's camps,) & two parties, 
each of more than 200, have been sent away to such points as they 
chose, but which are not published. Most of these deserters are 
newly arrived Germans, ignorant & simple, who had barely landed 
in N. Y. before they were dragged & crimped into the Yankee 
army. Such men cannot have acquired any love for Yankee 
people or opinions & by choosing to remain in the C. S. & acquire 
domicils, as laborers, they would be harmless if not useful addi- 
tions to our population. 

Grant has issued & published orders, which Sheridan is exe- 
cuting, to do for all the accessible lands in the Valley, what was 
as faithfully & much more generally done for our tide-water 
region, without the publicity, & formality of general orders — ■ 
that is, to plunder & destroy everything that can aid in furnish- 
ing food to man or beast, to burn the mills, break the implements 
of agriculture, steal the slaves & stock, & lay waste & unpro- 
ductive the whole country (Appended.) Would that our govern- 
ment had the boldness & vigor which would be useful (even at 
this late time) to order the shooting and hanging of all officers 
captured of these marauding and destroying forces and all pri- 
vates belonging to bodies that had engaged actually in such ser- 
vices ! Thus treating them not as soldiers nor even as Yankee 
invaders, but as robbers, house burners, destroyers and mur- 
derers. 
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Lincoln's Proclamation of Confiscation. 

April 27" 1 1865. Thursday. Reported that Gen Halleck has 
assumed civil command of Richmond, & I suppose of the state, or 
this portion of it — & that his rule is very harsh . . . Instead 
of Lincoln having actually published a new & mild & conciliatory 
proclamation of general amnesty, as was urged & expected by 
his ablest supporters in the North & reported as published in 
Richmond, he has merely republished without the slightest mitiga- 
tion his proclamation of '63, enforcing the confiscation, execution, 
& emancipation enactments of Congress, & offering to each rebel 
state & person pardon on the condition of complete submission — 
& the authority to one-tenth of the people of any state, (traitors 
& Yankee immigrants, of course,) to re-establish a state govern- 
ment, & be represented (as the State,) in Congress. This of- 
fered benefit will be more intolerable than all other undisguised 
measures of oppression & tyranny. 

Assassination of Lincoln. 

April 19, 1865. More than a page of small print of the 
Herald is filled with notices and abstracts from the various ser- 
mons and church services in N. Y. all on the subject of Lincoln's 
death. I felt no curiosity to read any — but accidentally my eye 
was caught by a name in Dr. Chapin's sermon: "There is noth- 
ing so base as the work of the assassin. . . . when a man 
comes sneaking behind your back to destroy your life. There is 
something meaner in the act than I can find language to express. 
I will not say that this is the spirit of all the people of the South. 
(How mild & moderate!) but I may say — without being mis- 
understood that the spirit which actuated the assassination of 
Abraham Lincoln, is the same spirit which fired on Fort Sumter 
(Loud Applause)." When the reverend clergy from the pulpits, 
& in the professed acts of the worship of God, thus charge the 
southern people with the assassination of Lincoln, & so urge the 
Yankee people to increased hatred & vengeance, it is not sur- 
prising that the like disposition should be displayed by the mob. 
I fir one — & as I suppose not in this respect in a majority of the 
people of C. S. — approve & rejoice at the slaying of these instiga- 
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tors, permitters, & encouragers of the assassins, & robbers, & 
house burners, & destroyers of the property of millions of south- 
ern victims. But the act was committeed in Yankeedom on Lin- 
coln, & by a man of northern birth & residence & whom there is 
no allegation that he had held any intercourse with the South. 
Whether his act was the hight of atrocity & villiany, or otherwise, 
nothing can be more senseless than to charge it on southern seces- 
sionists. I have barely glanced over a few more of the notices 
of these many sermons — all delivered on Easter Sunday, within 
less than three days of the assassination — and was soon utterly 
disgusted by the servile sycophany, the man-worship of a low- 
bred, vulgar & illiterate buffoon, & the near approach to blas- 
phemy, of these holy flatterers. Of course, they make Lincoln 
"a martyr." That was to be expected. Dr. Vinton, in Trinity 
Church, uses the coincidence of the occurrences on Good Friday, 
to compare the crucifixion of Jesus with the slaying of Lincoln. 
In questioning the causes of the "permission of Jesus Christ" 
for this crime, the preacher said — "When we saw the one man 
(Lincoln) like Saul, a head and shoulders taller than the rest, 
our disposition for hero worship might have led us to give him 
more honor than belonged to providential man, & a jealous God 
had removed him from us to show that the Lord Jesus alone was 
our President, our King, our Savior." Another cause suggested 
(in somewhat covert but plain & rough phrase,) that Lincoln had 
erred by his too great mercy and indulgence to the rebels, as Saul 
had in sparing the life of Agag — "which one great incident of the 
Bible (including the subsequent hewing to pieces by Samuel,) our 
judges should have before their eyes as an example."... And after 
reciting the hewing to pieces of Agag, the preacher immediately 
thereto, "In this spirit should the leaders of the rebellion be 
dealt with." . . . "It may be that President Lincoln was un- 
fitted, by the natural gentlenes's & humanity of his disposition, 
to execute the stern justice of Christ's vice-regent" & therefore, 
as may be inferred, he was removed to make way for Andrew 
Johnson, who, under the direction of the holy men of God, & 
instructions from the pulpit, (to say nothing of the additional 
stimulus of whiskey,) will be more ready to act the bloody part 
of Samuel upon the southern Agags. The Rev. Dr. Forbes is 
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not satisfied, like others in proclaiming Lincoln a "martyr," but 
cites the authority of the Fathers for it. "If they examined the 
views of the early writers of the Christian Church, they would at 
once discover that M r Lincoln was worthy of the sacred term 
of "martyr." Another preacher pronounced A. L. to be the 
mature version of George Washington. "Another, that "Since 
the illustrious citizen who founded the government was taken 
from us, there has been none other like Abraham Lincoln." The 
Rev. D. Watson of the 3 rd Unitarian Church, after the usual 
out-pouring of sycophancy & adoration of Lincoln, delivers a 
eulogy upon the rising sun, Johnson," & an elaborate defence of 
his habits of sobriety, though admitting the unforunate excep- 
tion of his being drunk when inaugurated as Vice-President. Both 
Lincoln & Johnson were in Rd., after its occupation by the 
Yankee forces. The Union League in N. Y. (on Easter Sunday), 
in a most crowded meeting passed a series of resolutions charg- 
ing the assassination of Lincoln & of Seward upon the South — of 
which the following short extracts will show the spirit: these 
"crimes hardly possible in darkest ages of the past . . . are 
reproduced in the barbarism of the rebels, who, when their 
armies conquered in the field in fair combat, have been treated 
magnanimously by a generous people, have resorted to the bullet 
& the knife & "struck at these chiefs" &c, "that the blow thus 
fully struck at the nation should unite loyal citizens of every shade 
of party, as did the first shot fired at Sumter" &c . . . "that 
the rebellion & slavery, its cause, must be terminated by the 
strong hand of the law, without delay, hesitation or compromise." 
After adopting these resolutions, the meeting was addressed at 
length, & no doubt in the same spirit, by G. Bancroft, the 
historian. 

Treatment of Prisoners. 

June 13 th , 1865. Tuesday. There are some lies which by 
being resolutely persisted in & often repeated, seem to acquire 
the appearance & character of truth. Of such, the strangest 
example known is the now general & loud outcry, & scarcely 
disputed fact as charged in the North, (there is no free press 
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to deny it in the South.,) of the starving & otherwise maltreat- 
ing & torturing of Yankee soldiers when confined in the prisons 
of the C. S. — & of which a full proportion is alleged as to the 
Libby & other prisons in & near Rd. Now I never heard of such 
charge in Rd., where it must have been known, if true, to hun- 
dreds besides the prisoners, & it could not have been concealed 
from many persons, inimical to the South, & who would have 
been rejoiced to prove the facts. There was no want of facilities 
through the press, opposed to the administration to expose such 
iniquity. I fully believe that the Yankee prisoners were always 
fed as well as our own soldiers in the field, when these had full 
rations — & fully as well when from scarcity of supply but part 
of full rations were issued to our neighboring troops. It is true 
that sometimes full supplies of provisions could not be obtained 
by any means — & our soldiers were often upon half or three- 
quarter allowance of rations. When this was the case, I presume, 
though I do not know that it was always done, the prisoners 
were put upon the same reduced allowance. This was just, as a 
general proposition. It could not be expected that our enemies, 
in prison & at rest, were to be better supplied with food than 
our own soldiers in actual service. Such should have been the 
case if no blame had attached to the Yankee government. But 
in fact, the want of provisions was caused, & designedly, by the 
barbarous & illegitimate mode of warfare carried on systematically 
by that government, in destroying crops, laying waste farms, 
destroying all agricultural implemeits & machines, stealing & kill- 
ing working animals, & carrying off slaves — burning mills & 
barns, & doing everything to destroy the food of the whole coun- 
try, & the future means of producing food. In addition — every 
railway route & means for transportation was destroyed, merely 
for the same object. And when these operations had produced 
general & great scarcity of food, & unexampled high prices, the 
general blockade by the enemy of all our ports shut out all for- 
eign supplies. But superadded to all these & mostly illegal & 
atrocious acts of warfare, was the fraudulent & perfidious refusal 
by the Yankee authorities to continue the exchange of prisoners 
according to the established cartel agreed upon — & that for two 
reasons ; one was that many of their prisoners in our hands had 
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already served their terms and as soon as exchanged, would re- 
turn to their posts & active service, while our soldiers in their 
prisons were enlisted for the war. (This infamous ground for a 
further violation of agreement for exchange, was stated by Gen. 
Sherman, in his letter to Gen. Hood.) The second & main rea- 
son for refusing exchange & thus to relieve the inevitable prison 
sufferings of their own soldiers in our prisons, was that the 
enemies expense of supporting them (twice or thrice as great as 
the expense to them in prisons in the North,) would go far to- 
wards breaking down our means to provide food, & support the 
war. And for these reasons, they perfidiously violated the solemn 
agreement first acted upon, & upon different pretences, all of which 
were false, refused to exchange prisoners, until the numbers on 
either side had increased to some 50, to 60,000 men. Knowing 
the inevitable misery & murderous effect of long continued im- 
prisonment, & of deferred hopes of release, even with the kindest 
treatment — also having produced as well as knowing, the scarcity 
of provisions — the Yankee authorities coolly speculated, as a 
means of damaging their enemy, upon the misery, & the then 
falsely alleged cruel treatment & starvation of 50,000 of their 
own confined soldiers ! This charge, I insert in the most authori- 
tative form I have seen, in the first paragraph of the charge of 
Judge Underwood of the U. S. court, lately in session in Norfolk: 

"You will be compelled by your regard for your country, freedom 
and humanity to present for trial the authors and conductors of the most 
gigantic bloody and unprovoked crimes that ever cursed our world. You 
arc to pass upon those who caused not only tens of thousands of deaths 
on the battle fields of (the rebellion, but the greater agonies and tortures 
of starvation in the Libby Prison, on Belle Island, at Salisbury and 
Andersonville. In comparison with which the cruelties of Spanish 
inquisitions, the massacres of St. Barthlomcw, and of the French Revolu- 
tions, sink into insignificance. You are to review the conduct and motives 
of men whose lust of power and greed of gain are without a parallel; 
whose thirst for notoriety, strangely desired and courted and finally 
acquired, the public gaze only to sink them to disgrace and infamy. There 
has been nothing so terrible since the Crucifixion as this conspiracy against 
the mildest and best government the human race has ever known — against 
liberty and humanity, and in the interest of slavery and despotic power— 
until it has culminated in an assassination which has shaken all Chris- 
tendom with horror and abhorrence." ' 
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It is only with the charges of cruelty to prisoners that I have 
any concern — though I present the whole paragraph as a sample 
of the whole charge of the judge. Now if such charges were as 
true as they were false, they were known (by their own reports 
from 15 to 18 months before they consented to renew the ex- 
change, & the stipulations of the cartel which they had falsely 
& perfidiously broken. During that long time, the Yankee authori- 
ties knowing (as they pretended to believe) that "from 20,000 
to 50,000 of their soldiers (as continually increasing by new 
captures,) were suffering & dying in prison by starvation & other 
cruel treatment, & yet persisted, by a base violation of plighted 
faith & of a fair contract, in leaving them to suffer, & perish 
under such horrible treatment ! On the other hand, the charges 
so falsely brought against our prison treatment & policy were 
fully true as to the Yankee prisons, in all the latter part of the 
war, without the excuse for us, of the impossibility of obtaining 
full supplies of food, & of paying enormous prices for all ob- 
tained, the Yankee prisons, in the northern states could be sup- 
plied plentifully & at moderate prices. Yet from all that I have 
heard from respectable gentlemen who, as private soldiers, were 
prisoners, the food was always deficient in quantity & in quality. 
Among thse informants was my grandson Thomas Ruffin, who 
was 8 months in northern prisons, & most of the time in the 
large establishmet at Point Lookout. He could not tell, as he did 
not know, the quantity of food given each man per day. But it 
consisted of a few crackers, or cakes of "hard tack," & a piece 
of meat of about half the size of a man's hand — all, uninviting as 
was the quality was not more than half as much as the men 
would have eaten, if more had been at their command. They were 
always hungry. But there was much more of other kinds of 
cruelty. All offences against rules, & even of the most trifling 
description were punished most severely, by torture. For exam- 
ple : a highly respectable gentleman stated of himself, that, under 
the constant suffering of hunger, he had attempted, by trick, to 
draw, a second allowance for a meal, after having received one. 
Of course the offense ought to have been punished. But he was 
punished (as any other would have been for an offence equally 
slight,) by being tied & suspended off the floor by his thumbs 
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until he fainted under the extreme pain. The guards were negro 
soldiers — & for any real or pretended disobedience of orders, they 
fired on the offender & men were frequently thus wounded or 
killed, & no investigation made of the facts, beyond the verbal 
statement of the soldier who killed or wounded the prisoner. 
His own statement in his justification was received as ample, & 
nothing would be heard in opposition from any prisoner, or 
was called for even from other guards. Yet, according to the 
loud sound & violence of the charges by the Yankees, & the little 
said on our side, (& now the whole Press is under their control,) 
it would seem, & I doubt not that it will so pass into history, 
& to posterity, that their treatment of our soldiers as prisoners 
was humane, & our's cruel in the extreme. When the Yankee 
army occupied Rd., they captured Turner, superintendent or chief- 
jailor of the Libby prison, & who, by virtue of his office, was 
deemed especially guilty of the cruelties falsely charged as prac- 
tised in that prison. No paper in Rd. even if disposed could have 
published what I shall report without being immediately sup- 
pressed by military authority, the business broken up, & ,the 
publisher ruined. Therefore no notice of any such thing is to be 
expected. But it was the current verbal whispered report through 
Rd., that Turner had been chained to the floor in the prison (then 
under charge of Yankees,) & given one cracker (of "hard tack") 
& one glass of water only, each day, until he was (as designed,) 
starved to death. This end was supposed by his friends who 
know how he was kept & fed, & who could know what must be the 
result. But it was reported by his keepers that he had made his 
escape — which is altogether incredible considering the manner of 
his confinement, & the strong interest felt in his detention & pun- 
ishment. Probably the story has been exaggerated, & the true 
circumstances cannot be known, while all investigation & discus- 
sion are prohibited. I only report what a respectable gentleman 
stated what was generally reported & believed in Rd. 



